High fidelity simulation in critical care: a Canadian perspective.
The use of high fidelity human simulation has exploded into the nursing education context over the last decade. In Ontario, Canada an innovative Critical Care e-learning program was established in 2007 to create accessible critical care education for nurses across Ontario and Canada. The program has a three-pronged approach including online, simulation and practicum components. The purpose of this paper is to present lessons learned during the last five years of development and growth of this program. The paper will focus on the use of simulation to build confidence and prepare registered nurses for critical care nursing practice. In addition, subsequent development of a network of ten simulation partners that deliver critical care simulation will be discussed. High fidelity simulation delivery in the critical care context will be explored and the use of summative or 'high stakes' simulation competency evaluation will be elaborated on.